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The wall running W into the soil section buts up to the ashlar cladding of the drum pier, and is secondary to it.

The soil bank to the W is of  loosely compacted brown loamy soil with frequent flint nodules, and covers all structures
and other layers; it does not have the appearance of an historic fabric demolition or weathering deposit, but rather of
dumped soil waste from 19th to 20th century works in the garden to expose structural fabric.

Soil clearance was stopped when a flat surface of cream/yellow friable sandy soil with lime mortar with flint nodules was
reached ( this layer was entirely consistent with weathered material fallen from the adjacent pier).

BLYTHBURGH 2011

Initial notes and photographs from the pre-consolidation rubble clearance project ( August 3,10 & 17th)
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The wall running W from the pier does not have a formal face or quoins on the N face  (it is at present unclear whether
these have been robbed away or were never present). The S face [photo 3] , however, has an ashlar quoin at the base and
a layer of coursed flint work above; these come close to butting and keying into the rectilinear plinth of the main pier.
The form of the fabric (though only a small sample) suggests that this walling is of similar form to the secondary fabric at
the E end of the S nave wall.

NE pier base

Rubble and loose stone was recorded and removed. The pier is shown to be of the same plan as the previously recorded
SW pier. No ashlar survived on the E face, but the distinctly curved shape of the flint and mortar core corresponds well
with the drum of the SW and NW piers. A notable difference from the SW pier is the absence of a straight chamfer to
the surviving lowest ashlar blocks; this may be because of differences in pre-construction ground levels - i.e. the plinth
may have been above the level of survival - interpretation to await detailed levelling.
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Rubble mass to N of NW pier base

Clearance of loose stone shows this is in-situ bonded fabric on the line of the expected W wall of the N transept. The S
wall end [i.e. adjacent the NW pier] shows the angle of an internal splay and ? rebate for a door.
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Wall and Rubble mass to W of  the transept W wall Clearance of loose stone shows this is in-situ bonded fabric
on the line of the expected return of the E-W wall uncovered by Time Team. The N wall end is a break, not a formed
end. Its line is continued by a further wall length with a ? buttress on the W side [photo 9 ].

A large detached and fallen fragment with a formed curve [? The head or spring of an arch] lies on top of the junctions of
the N-S and E-W walls [photos 8 and 6 ].
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 Bonded flint and mortar masses.

A number of bonded flint and mortar masses
were cleaned down. Those which showed
coursed planes of flint which are significantly at
variance from the horizontal have now been
interpreted as  ex-situ, having fallen from a
height during demolition or natural collapse
through time.

Interim : August 2011 RDC
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